
Pet Waste in the Green Cart: 
How Calgary makes it work
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Agenda

1. Calgary’s Green cart program

2. Composting at the Calgary Composting Facility

3. Public education and outreach



Calgary’s Green Cart Program
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Why include pet waste in the Green 
Cart program?

• Composting Facility 
capabilities

• Waste diversion potential
• Convenience
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Calgary Composting Facility
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Calgary Composting Facility



Calgary Composting Facility

Key parameters managed in the various stages of the 
process include: 
• Temperature 
• Oxygen levels 
• Moisture
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Producing a safe product - Pathogen 
destruction

• The pasteurization phase of the composting process is the primary 
method for eliminating pathogens, ensuring their destruction and 
removal from the feedstock.

• To achieve pathogen destruction: 55+ degrees Celsius is maintained 
for a period of at least 72 hours

• SCADA system continually monitors and records all active vessels 
for pasteurization and records the vessel process phases. 
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Testing and certification

• Finished compost is tested 
at a certified lab for 
pathogens like fecal 
coliform and salmonella to 
ensure it meets CCME 
Category A standards.

• The composting facility 
produces Category A 
compost that is safe to use 
anywhere, including farms, 
gardens, parks and 
nurseries.
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• Pet waste bag confusion
– Labelling
– Greenwashing
– Availability

• Public perception

Ongoing challenges



Pet waste in off-leash parks pilot
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Outreach efforts

Pet Waste Bag Campaign - 
Information for businesses 

• Raised awareness about the 
importance of using certified 
compostable plastic bags for pet 
waste before placing it in the 
Green Cart.

• Visited over 250 pet stores and 
other retailers that sell pet waste 
bags to share promotional 
information to promote the use of 
“certified compostable bags” for 
pet waste cleanup. 
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Public Education
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Pet waste bag rolls – Distributed by 
Parks Ambassadors in off-leash parks
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Natalia Gonzalez
Waste Diversion Specialist
The City of Calgary
natalia.gonzalez@calgary.ca 

THANK YOU

mailto:natalia.gonzalez@calgary.ca
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